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. - Bungled Bug
To a weird campaign already marked by
the ludicrous stumbling of front-runners and
the assassin’s sick act at Layral, we may
now add the case of the bungled burglary °
and bugging of Democratic National Commit- ;
lee headquarters. 1t is a mysterious case, and )
the core of the mystery is why anyone would
consider such a step necessary at all.
* Through all the stiff-lipped who-us? pro- ,
festations of John N. Mitchell as chief of the - . e
~opposition campaign, this is the question that
-persists. If Macy won’t fell Gimbel, it's be- -
cause he knows Gimbel desperately wants to
“know and might profit by what he has {o
lell. But what earthly reason could the .
Republicans or anyone else have for sending
five microphone-laden operatives to the Dem- -
ocratic nerve-center in the dead of night?
.What nuggets of intelligence could be mined
from an operation admittedly tapped-out, in
hock to the telephone company, and drained
by a free-for-all over who will lead it into a
still fougher fight as the odds-on underdog
in November? What, especially, could be -
gleaned from such a sorry source by an
_ oppasition reveling in its fourth year of power
-and already counting ifs 10 millionth dollar
in preparation for the new battle?
Add to these purely political puzzles the
-question of sheer ineptitude in the break-in . '
- -and bugging attempt. If, as the Pentagon /
" .Papers indicate, the CIA was the nation’s
- -best intelligence arit”and i, as the Associ- -
"ated Press tells us, one of the bugging case
.defendants is a former CIA agent mow em-
;ployed by the Republican party’s security
“agency, what new light does this throw on -
"the intelligence difficulties besetting us in !
Vietnam all these years? If one bungles an
“attempt to steal information from a source
which . thrusts it readily, even excessively
*upon the public in tons of news releases and .
canned speeches, how can one hope to match, ;
-the sophisticated intelligence operations of ‘a -
“stealthy guerrilla enemy in Southeast Asia?
Be)\'ond all this, however, there is one more '
‘point mentioned by Lawrence F. O'Brien,
-the Democratic chairman, The incident, he -
notes, raises “the ugliest questions about ihe
ntegrity of the political precess. .. . Those
questions are not altogether dispelled by Mr.
2Milchell’s disclaimer, :
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By PAUL W. BLACKSTOCK _

“Fver since ihe
April, 1531, the Ce nelligence Agen-
cy has had 2 bad press-n ihis c Lmry
and abrozd. The 18 37 ravelations” that
‘the agerey had secreily financed the
Nafiona! Student- Association, -plis a
number of vsive si!y -affiYizfed research
instilvies ond anti-Communist cuttural
fronts, caine a$ & shock lo hoth students
and the public. .
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Blackstock, a former military.

i 2 researen analyst and anthor
of s u"x?l ba s on {he mx"’i.ﬂ"a Broc-
28s, now feache s at ﬂu, baue.slty of

So' th Cavolina,

As the United States become bozged
down in the Victnem qurg* re and the

|

student anti-war proicst {fut ered me- .

n_*entum, {he CIA became a favoriie tar-
‘get of ahuse. Aconcy
drivea from cc’;c'vc campiisis. ClA-
nanced study ceniers were ‘rps.\cu' af
a cost of many thotisands of dollars. New
Leil oraiors, armed with a seuse of ouf-
‘rage and an encyelopadic i"rorancn of
tw intellicence commjpmily and ifs {unc-
{ions, 1‘=lmcthr1) assumed that the ClA
was & major facior in the escalation of
the war in Vielnam, . .

But the Pentazen study of the war,
recenily published by the Noew York
Times ptc"es conclusively that the Don
Quixotes of the New Left have been
charging at the wrong windmill. For
many years and al critical stages of the
escalation. the CIA and other ‘members”
of the iniclligence coramunity, eaneciaﬂy
the Slate. Department Bureau of Intelli-’
gence and Rescarch repeatedly warned
against the hazards involved, including
flat predictions thal the strategic bomb-
ing of Nerth Vieinam would f2il to ac-
complish its cbjectives, .

Deceived Themselves

How -these  ésiimates .and warnings
were igncred by {cp policy-makers as
they carricd oul their deliberate and
“imumaculate deception” of the American
public is onc of the more fascinating
‘aspects of the Pantagon papers. But in
decejving mc public, the decision-makers
also deceived themseives, and eveniually
eame to believe optimistic “military
progiass” yeports, released to the public
as based on t"re ‘lat st intelligence,”

- when _jit fact at ihe & 5 igh es ]ewl ﬂ‘
estimatns were
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Havold Wilson, when .11)1,91'1lpd \!mdow Foreign

Seerciary, vushed to Y

Kenuedy that Labor would

Washington to

assure.

stond fowssyuare hehind the

U.S. incihe Yar Easl, There is no evidence that he subjceted
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recegnized a fellow Boy Scout when h
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explaining to ‘doubting eolle

Last of Sues peacekeeping

oecuvul only
an or miiitary,

job” briclings in S izon
those officials, either m'
who wanted to bn‘:'"e lvcm

What is the “intellizenze comrauniiy”?
How is it organized and what vole should
it play I decision- making al {he national

level in such foreizn entanglements as
t..e war in Vietnam? The answers to
these qucat‘ons Jhave betn cloaked in
scerecy when they should be & matter of
public knowledge.

To begin with the hesic i stn.l’lwv,, the
U.s. zmdhrvenc» communily is made up
of the scparate agencies of such key

_government oopaumonts as State and

Defense, the National Sceurity Agency,
and the CI&, which hos the overall re-
sponsibiiily. fm “Coordinating, evaluat-
ing, and disseminating 1.nemﬁmcc af-
fecting the naticnal secu mty ”

“First Lisc Of Defense”

It has often been said that “inteiligence
is the first ]Anc of naticnal defense.” | Most
citizens are vaguely aware that foreizn
policy and mmm.» decisians are mudc
by the President with the. advice of his
secretaries of State.and Delense, based,
in theory at lesst, on the best informaticn
available to experts throughout the gov-
ernent. The collection, evaluation and
dissemination of such information is one
of the primary funclions of intelligence,

Bllt in foxewn and mititary afmuf'

stralegic dpcmona siould ajso ¢ iake mto

acéeount careful esiimatas of tnc- capabiii-
ties and probable courses of zciion of
friends, allies, neulrals and ‘“‘cacimies.”
The pwm.c”on of such national esti-

males is 2 cec\md major funclion of tha
e

enlire intelligence community, ‘.hnough
the boar 1 f estimates in the CIA ecordi-

nates th exr ividual azency ccm'ibutions
1ates the finz] rosulis.

As "a. rule, the varicus Ne] igence
agencies are stzfled on the working level
by thousands of anonymwous eivil servanis

QY are seidom cqualec elsewhere in el-
lher government or privale enierprise.

suy very close cerutiny.

seruple 1o borrow the Kennedy overblowa rhetovie in

Azaw, used the same 12
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Many of the men'on the CIA’s Bos
Naiicnai ;:,smnaies and its staff

more than iwo decades of iutelligence
experience, Beiter than 80 per cent of the
officials on this iop echelon have ad-

vanced academic degrees i hisiory, po-
litical science, or cwromm directly per-
tinent to their work, About 73 per cent
have enhanced their area and subject
knowledge by living oversess. The esii-
mators in Siate DLpd tment’s Burean of
Intelligence and Research are equally
competent and well- qua]med

Advice To Presicont

On the national level da iy ard weekly
I€ROTiS are proinptly disiributed to the
Presid lent and his chiel advisers, and

special estimates or brieiings are made
as reguired in respense 1o developing

vises. In short, the inigligence commu.
nity provides the decision-maker with
carcfully evaluated infermation and esti-
mates which he can either use for guid-
ance or disregard. -

History is foll of fllusirations how na-
tional leaders have ignored the estimates
of the intelligence agencies with disas-
trous resulls. \mo]nov"s intelligence
dme the Marquis de Caulaincomrt, ex-

lained why, for obvicus strat 2gic. rea-
s\ms, the planned invasion of Russia
would fail. His advice was ignored.

A centuryiigter, nuolpa! itler’s ambas-
sador in Russia, Count Brockderff-Fen-
asoning in his esti-
mate of why Hitler's plan w ould fail. Lis
warhing was also ignored and Hitler
launched his invasicn. which was widely
heralded as the {inal showdown in his
lifelong crusade against world commus
nism. The campzign wlimately floun-
dered in a sea of biood—20 millien Rus.
sian casualtics alone, not to mention Ger-
man losses which also ran into the mil-
lions. H
Nothing quite 2s dmmutlc fias hup-
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Yree and Seerei?
. Amwoig the problems of the day—
the new anid giim day of this final
third of the Tweniizth Century—
nonz is meie agonizing than the one
Richard M, Helms, director of
the Central Imtclligenca Agency,
raised in his address to the naws-
papar- edilors in Washingion, He
cited with the sober respact it de-
serves one conviction of many scri-
ous studeats of government: “I
cannol give you an ecsy answer,”
he said, “to tha objzc‘lons'raiwd
by those who consider iniellizenca
work incompatibls with democratic
principles. , . .
Yet the question must bz an-
swered, and shert, to be sure, of
. : infallibility, has bteen answered in
other democratic countrizs much as
we have auswered it here. The
French and .British, for instance,
have gone ahead with inteilizence
services while maintaining demo-
cratic norms. In Canada, just
emerging from a security crisis
rooted in domeatic rather than for-
eign attainpts against govermnent,
the question has been freshiy re-
examined. The Jusiice Minister in
thé Trudeau cabinat conchides that
no doctrine of democracy denies it
the right of seli-preservation. Mr,
Helms pleads that the nation must
to a degree rely *on faith thal we
too are honorahle men deveted to
her service.” Yes. on faith, and as
Mr. Helms added, on unswerving
vigilance in the federal agencies
supervising CIA to the very thresh-
old where secrecy must sct in.
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